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(57) ABSTRACT

There is provided a waveguide horn array, a method for
forming the waveguide horn array, and an antenna system.
The array includes a rectangular metal plate which is pro-
cessed to have a cross section comprised of a plurality of
rectangular holes arranged in the length direction of the
rectangular metal plate, the lower part of each hole being
formed as a rectangular waveguide, and the upper part of
each hole being formed as a horn; and a groove extending in
the direction along which the plurality of holes are arranged
and having a predetermined depth, which is formed at two
sides of the holes on the top surface of the rectangular metal
plate. According to the embodiments, it is possible to
maintain the good properties of the antenna in terms of
bandwidth and directivity, while enhancing the isolation
between the transmitting antenna and the receiving antenna
in the system.

7 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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WAVEGUIDE HORN ARRAYS, METHODS
FOR FORMING THE SAME AND ANTENNA
SYSTEMS

TECHNICAL FIELD

This application claims benefit of Serial No.
201310356880.1, filed 15 Aug. 2013 in China and which
application is incorporated herein by reference. To the extent
appropriate, a claim of priority is made to the above dis-
closed application.

The present application generally relates to microstrip
antennas and, in particular, to the wideband antenna tech-
nique.

BACKGROUND

In the millimeter wave holographic imaging technique,
the complete data information can only be obtained by
performing frequency scanning over a certain frequency
band so as to calculate the three dimensional image of the
object. In the scanning system, the transceiving antenna is
located at the topmost end and responsible for transmitting
signal to the object and receiving signals reflected from the
object. The requirements on the transceiving antenna that is
integral with the system include: 1. the volume shah be small
to facilitate integration; 2. the directivity shall be strong,
with the main beam directed to the object; and 3. the
frequency band is so wide to satisfy the requirement of the
system on the frequency band.

In the system integration, there are series of requirements
on the transceiving antenna. By taking the miniaturization,
directivity and integration with the system into account, a
microstrip antenna is a better choice. However, the normal
microstrip antenna typically has a narrow band. If a voltage
standing wave ratio <2 is taken as a criterion, the relative
band typically is smaller than 10%. Taking an antenna with
a center frequency 30 GHz as an example, the operating
band under a voltage standing wave ratio <2 is 3 GHz. Such
band is far from satisfying the usage requirements.

Usually, there are several approaches to broaden the band
of a microstrip antenna, including: 1) reducing the Q value
of the equivalent circuit, 2) increasing the thickness of the
dielectric, decreasing the permittivity™, and increasing the
loss tangent™®®, tec., which, however, will increase the loss
of the antenna, 3) adding a parasitic patch or utilizing the
electromagnetic coupling effect, 4) designing an impedance
matching network, which, however, will increase the size of
the antenna, and 5) utilizing the array technique.

The various approaches mentioned above extend the band
at the cost of the increase of the volume or the reduction of
the efficiency. Furthermore, the directivity diagram of the
antenna will vary as a function of the specific way of
extending the band.

A millimeter wave wideband antenna has been developed
over the years, and the technique has been well developed.
With respect to the requirement on directivity described
herein, the technique that can extend the band while pro-
viding a strong directivity is rare. In the existing method of
extending the band, addition of a slot in the dielectric plate
or a parasitic patch is usually used, which can only meet the
requirement on bandwidth, but provide a weak directivity.

SUMMARY

In view of the problems of the prior art, there is provided
a waveguide horn array that matches a small-size wideband
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microstrip antenna, a method for forming the waveguide
horn array, and an antenna system.

In an aspect of the application, there is provided a
waveguide horn array, including a rectangular metal plate
which is processed to have a cross section comprised of a
plurality of rectangular holes arranged in the length direction
of the rectangular metal plate, the lower part of each hole
being formed as a rectangular waveguide, and the upper part
of each hole being formed as a horn; and a groove extending
in the direction along which the plurality of holes are
arranged and having a predetermined depth, which is formed
at two sides of the holes on the top surface of the rectangular
metal plate.

Preferably, a plurality of threaded holes are formed in the
groove, to couple the waveguide horn array to an array
antenna.

Preferably, the groove has a width in the range from 3.0
mm to 5.0 mm, and a depth in the range from 8.0 mm to 12.0
mm.

In another aspect of the application, there is provided a
method for forming a waveguide horn array, including steps
of processing a rectangular metal plate to have a cross
section comprised of a plurality of rectangular holes
arranged in the length direction of the rectangular metal
plate, the lower part of each hole being formed as a
rectangular waveguide, and the upper part of each hole being
formed as a horn; and forming a groove extending in the
direction along which the plurality of holes are arranged and
having a predetermined depth at two sides of the holes on the
top surface of the rectangular metal plate.

Preferably, the method further includes a step of forming
a plurality of threaded holes in the groove, to couple the
waveguide horn array to an array antenna.

In still another aspect of the application, there is provided
an antenna system, including an antenna array including a
dielectric substrate of a rectangle shape, a plurality of
radiation patches arranged at intervals in the length direction
of the dielectric substrate and formed on the top surface of
the dielectric substrate, and a plurality of coupling patches
arranged in correspondence to the plurality of radiation
patches, each of which formed on the top surface of the
dielectric substrate and extending from a side of the dielec-
tric substrate to a position from a corresponding radiation
patch by a distance, and a waveguide horn array including
a rectangular metal plate which is processed to have a cross
section comprised of a plurality of rectangular holes
arranged in the length direction of the rectangular metal
plate, the lower part of each hole being formed as a
rectangular waveguide, and the upper part of each hole being
formed as a horn, and a groove extending in the direction
along which the plurality of holes are arranged and having
a predetermined depth, which is formed at two sides of the
holes on the top surface of the rectangular metal plate. The
respective rectangular waveguides of the waveguide horn
array have a same size with the radiation patches, and each
of the rectangular waveguides is coupled to the correspond-
ing radiation patch.

Preferably, the antenna array includes a metal support
arranged on the lower surface of the dielectric substrate and
extending from the edge of the lower surface of the dielectric
substrate downward to the ground, a layer of air having a
predetermined thickness being formed under the dielectric
substrate.

Preferably, the layer of aft has a thickness in the range
from 0.5 mm to 3.0 mm.

Preferably, the metal support is a copper plate arranged on
both sides of the dielectric substrate.
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Preferably, the copper plate has a width in the range from
0.4 mm to 0.6 mm.

With the solutions described above, it is possible to
maintain the good properties of the antenna in terms of
bandwidth and directivity, while enhancing the isolation
between the transmitting antenna and the receiving antenna
in the system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following drawings illustrate implementations of the
present invention. The drawings and implementations pro-
vide some embodiments of the present invention without
limitation and exhaustion, where

FIG. 1 illustrates a top view of a microstrip antenna
according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates a right side view of a microstrip antenna
according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 illustrates a front view of a microstrip antenna
according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 4 illustrates a bottom view of a microstrip antenna
according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5 illustrates a section view of a microstrip antenna
along the direction shown in FIG. 1 according to an embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG. 6 illustrates a diagram of a voltage standing wave
ratio of a microstrip antenna according to an embodiment of
the invention;

FIG. 7 illustrates a directivity diagram of a microstrip
antenna at 28 GHz according to an embodiment of the
invention, where the solid line and the dotted line indicate
Phi=0° and Phi=90°, respectively;

FIG. 8 illustrates a diagram of an array antenna according
to another embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 9 illustrates a top view of a waveguide horn array
according to another embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 10 illustrates a section view of the waveguide horn
array shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 illustrates a diagram of a voltage standing wave
ratio of a transceiving antenna;

FIG. 12 illustrates a directivity diagram of an array
antenna,

FIG. 13 illustrates the isolation of an array antenna
without a horn array; and

FIG. 14 illustrates the isolation of an array antenna with
a horn array.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

The particular embodiments of the invention are
described below in details. It shall be noted that the embodi-
ments herein are used for illustration only, but not limiting
the invention. In the description below, a number of par-
ticular details are explained to provide a better understand-
ing to the invention. However, it is apparent to those skilled
in the art that the invention can be implemented without
these particular details. In other examples, well known
circuits, materials or methods are not described so as not to
obscure the invention.

Throughout the specification, the reference to “one
embodiment,” “an embodiment,” “one example” or “an
example” means that the specific features, structures or
properties described in conjunction with the embodiment or
example are included in at least one embodiment of the
present invention. Therefore, the phrases “in one embodi-
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example” occurred at various positions throughout the speci-
fication may not refer to one and the same embodiment or
example. Furthermore, specific features, structures or prop-
erties may be combined into one or several embodiments or
examples in any appropriate ways. Moreover, it shall be
understood to those skilled in the art that the term “and/or”
used herein means any and all combinations of one or more
listed items.

In order to obtain an antenna with a wide band, a strong
directivity and a small size, the embodiments of the present
application provide a wideband patch antenna. The antenna
includes a dielectric substrate of a rectangle shape, a radia-
tion patch formed on a top surface of the dielectric substrate,
a coupling patch formed on the top surface of the dielectric
substrate and extending from a side of the dielectric sub-
strate to a position from the radiation patch by a distance, a
metal support arranged on the lower surface of the dielectric
substrate and extending from the edge of the lower surface
of the dielectric substrate downward to the around, a layer
of air having a predetermined thickness being formed
between the lower surface of the dielectric substrate and the
ground. According to the embodiment, the antenna operates
at high frequency (for example, with the center frequency of
K-Ka band, i.e., a millimeter wave antenna), and has a
relative band above 20%. The main beam is directed to the
space above the antenna, so that most of the energy can be
used for effective detection. Furthermore, the antenna has a
small size. For example, the size is equivalent to the oper-
ating wavelength.

FIGS. 1, 2, 3, and 4 illustrate a top view, a right side view,
a front view and a bottom view of a microstrip antenna
according to an embodiment of the invention, respectively.
As shown in FIG. 1, the antenna includes a dielectric
substrate 110 of a rectangle shape, a radiation patch 120 and
a coupling patch 130. As shown in FIG. 3, the antenna
extends the band by adding a layer of air 160 and using the
electromagnetic coupling, and uses a microstrip feeder of 50
ohms.

As shown, the radiation patch 120 is formed on the top
surface of the dielectric substrate 110. The coupling patch
130 is formed on the top surface of the dielectric substrate
110, and extends from a side of the dielectric substrate 110
to a position from the radiation patch 120 by a distance. A
metal support 140 is arranged on the lower surface of the
dielectric substrate 110, and extends from about the edge of
the lower surface of the dielectric substrate 110 downward
to the ground 150. A layer of air 160 having a predetermined
thickness ha is formed between the lower surface of the
dielectric substrate and the ground.

In some embodiments, the dielectric substrate 110 is made
of Rogers5880, with a width in the range from 0.2 mm to 0.4
mm, preferably 0.254 mm, a permittivity € larger than 2,
preferably 2.2, and a loss tangent of 0.0009. The dielectric
substrate has a length in the range from 6.5 mm to 8.5 mm,
preferably 7.8 mm, a width in the range from 5 mm to 7 mm,
preferably 6.1 mm.

In some embodiments, the layer of air 160 has a thickness
ha in the range from 0.5 mm to 3.0 mm, preferably 1.0 mm.
The coupling patch 130 has a length Ipl in the range from 1.5
mm to 2.5 mm, preferably 1.9 mm, and a width wpl in the
range from 0.5 mm to 1.2 mm, preferably 0.8 mm. The
radiation patch 120 has a length Ip in the range from 4.0 mm
to 5.0 mm, preferably 2.7 mm, and a width wp in the range
from 2.0 mm to 3.0 mm, preferably 4.5 mm. The radiation
patch 120 and the coupling patch 130 are spaced by a
distance d which is in the range from 0.4 mm to 0.5 mm,
preferably 0.45 mm. Furthermore, a support is provided at
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the back of the layer of dielectric 160. Preferably, the
support is a copper plate with a width in the range from 0.4
mm to 0.6 mm, preferably 0.5 mm. The metal support
supports the dielectric substrate 110 on one hand, and
provides good grounding during the installation on the other
hand.

FIG. 5 illustrates a section view of a microstrip antenna
along the direction shown in FIG. 1 according to an embodi-
ment of the invention. As shown in FIG. 5, the metal support
140 is arranged at the edge of the lower surface of the
dielectric substrate, and extends downward (to right as
shown in the section view of FIG. 5).

FIG. 6 illustrates a diagram of a voltage standing wave
ratio of a microstrip antenna according to an embodiment of
the invention. As shown in FIG. 6, an antenna with
VSWR<2 has an impedance bandwidth of 10 GHz (23
GHZ-33 GHz), a center frequency of 28 GHz, and a relative
bandwidth of 35.7%, which satisfies the requirements on an
ultra-wideband antenna. FIG. 7 illustrates a directivity dia-
gram of a microstrip antenna at 28 GHz according to an
embodiment of the invention, where the solid line and the
dotted line indicate Phi=0° and Phi=90°, respectively. As
can be seen from FIG. 7, the main beam of the antenna is
directed to a direction right above the radiating surface,
which meets the usage requirements.

Although an antenna with specific parameters is described
above, it is obvious to those skilled in the art to appropriately
change the parameters so as to change the center frequency
and the relative bandwidth.

The structure of a single microstrip antenna has been
described above. Those skilled in the art can form an antenna
array with the antenna. FIG. 8 illustrates a diagram of an
antenna array according to another embodiment of the
invention. As shown in FIG. 8, the antenna array may
function as a transmitting antenna or a receiving antenna. In
some embodiments, the antenna array may include a plu-
rality of wideband patch antennas as shown in FIG. 1 that are
arranged in a line. In other embodiments, a single metal
support may be provided for the plurality of patch antennas.

In some embodiments, there is provided an array antenna
including a dielectric substrate of a rectangle shape, and a
plurality of radiation patches and a plurality of coupling
patches are arranged on the top surface of the dielectric
substrate in correspondence to each other. For example, the
plurality of radiation patches are arranged at intervals in the
length direction of the dielectric substrate and formed on the
top surface of the dielectric substrate. The plurality of
coupling patches are arranged in correspondence to the
plurality of radiation patches. Each of the coupling patches
is formed on the top surface of the dielectric substrate and
extends from a side of the dielectric substrate to a position
from a corresponding radiation patch by a distance. The
array antenna further includes a metal support arranged on
the lower surface of the dielectric substrate and extending
from the edge of the lower surface of the dielectric substrate
downward to the ground, a layer of air having a predeter-
mined thickness being formed between the lower surface of
the dielectric substrate and the ground. In this way, an
antenna array of a plurality of wideband patch antennas is
formed.

The isolation between the transmitting antenna and the
receiving antenna is an important parameter in a communi-
cation system. When the isolation is low, the crosstalk from
transmitting signals to receiving signals has a high signal
strength, resulting in a relative low communication quality.
Typically, an antenna isolation indicates a ratio of a signal
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received by an antenna from another antenna to a signal
transmitted by the other antenna.

In order to improve the isolation, a barrier may be
provided on the path of electromagnetic coupling between
the transmitting antenna and the receiving antenna, to block
the electromagnetic coupling effect. Alternatively, a duplex
transceiving antenna may be used, where the transmission
and the receipt use an orthogonal line polarization and an
orthogonal circular polarization, respectively. Furthermore,
it is possible to provide an additional coupling path between
the transmitting antenna and the receiving antenna to neu-
tralize the original coupling signals.

In some embodiments, a waveguide horn radiator may be
designed to match the millimeter wave microstrip antenna
array described above, to improve the isolation between the
transmitting antenna and the receiving antenna while main-
taining the wideband and directivity of the transmitting
antenna and the receiving antenna.

In some embodiments, each antenna of the antenna array
extends the band by adding a layer of air and using the
electromagnetic coupling as described above, and uses a
microstrip feeder of 50 ohms. The whole system uses an
antenna array in one dimension. The center-to-center spac-
ing of the antennas is in the range from 8.0 mm to 15.0 mm,
preferably 10.4 mm. The relative position of the transmitting
antenna and the receiving antenna is shown in FIG. 8. The
vertical spacing between the transmitting antenna and the
receiving antenna is in the range from 20 mm to 40 mm,
preferably 30 mm. The horizontal offset of the transmitting
antenna to the receiving antenna is in the range from 4.0 mm
to 6.0 mm, preferably 5.2 mm. The antenna array functions
as a single-receive, single-transmit antenna.

The microstrip antenna in the antenna array may be
designed according to the embodiment shown in FIG. 1. The
horn radiator matching the antenna array includes a wave-
guide of a rectangle shape and horns. For example, in some
embodiments, the horn of the radiator is comprised of a
piece of rectangular waveguide and horns. The rectangular
waveguide has a size identical to that of the patch of the
corresponding microstrip antenna.

As shown in FIGS. 9 and 10, in some embodiments, there
is provided a waveguide horn array. A rectangular metal
plate 211 is processed to have a cross section comprised of
a plurality of rectangular holes arranged in the length
direction of the rectangular metal plate 211. The lower part
of each hole is formed as a rectangular waveguide 214, and
the upper part of each hole is formed as a horn 213. A groove
212 extending in the direction along which the plurality of
holes are arranged and having a predetermined depth is
formed at two sides of the holes on the top surface of the
rectangular metal plate. For example, the horn has a height
in the range from 10 mm to 14 mm, preferably 13 mm. The
horn has a width corresponding to that of the waveguide, and
a length in the range from 9 mm to 12 mm, preferably 11
mm. Two pieces of metal strips of 2 mm width are provided
at two sides of the horn array, where the metal strips are
placed in symmetry, to make the directivity diagram of the
antenna added with the waveguide horn symmetric.

Furthermore, a plurality of threaded holes (not shown) are
formed in the groove 212, to couple the waveguide horn
array to the antenna array. In some embodiment, the groove
212 has a width in the range from 3.0 mm to 5.0 mm,
preferably 4 mm, and a depth in the range from 8.0 mm to
12.0 mm, preferably 10 mm.

FIGS. 11 and 12 illustrate a diagram of a voltage standing
wave ratio and a directivity diagram of a transceiving
antenna, respectively. FIGS. 13 and 14 illustrate the isolation
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of an array antenna without a horn array and the isolation of
an array antenna with a horn array. As can be seen from
FIGS. 11 and 12, the antenna with a horn array maintains the
advantages of a wide band, a focused main beam and a small
size, the bandwidth under VSWR<2 is 22.8 GHz-30.5 GHz,
and the relative bandwidth may reach 28.9%. As can be
seem from the comparison of FIG. 13 and FIG. 14, the
waveguide horn array enhances the isolation by 5-10 dB. In
general, the new horn array achieves the purpose of enhanc-
ing the isolation.

As can be seen, the microstrip antenna according to the
embodiments has an advantage that it has a small size that
can be integrated easily. Furthermore, in the embodiment
where the microstrip antenna is combined with a waveguide
horn radiator, it is possible to maintain the good properties
of the antenna in terms of bandwidth and directivity, while
enhancing the isolation between the transmitting antenna
and the receiving antenna in the system.

While the present invention has been described with
reference to several typical embodiments, it is apparent to
those skilled in the art that the terms are used for illustration
and explanation purpose and not for limitation. The present
invention may be practiced in various forms without depart-
ing from the esprit or essence of the invention. It should be
understood that the embodiments are not limited to any of
the foregoing details, and shall be interpreted broadly within
the esprit and scope as defined by the following claims.
Therefore, Modifications and alternatives falling within the
scope of the claims and equivalents thereof are to be
encompassed by the scope of the present invention which is
defined by the claims as attached.

What is claimed is:

1. An antenna system comprising:

an antenna array comprising:

a dielectric substrate of a rectangle shape;

a plurality of radiation patches arranged at intervals in the
length direction of the dielectric substrate and formed
on the top surface of the dielectric substrate; and

a plurality of coupling patches arranged in correspon-
dence to the plurality of radiation patches, each of
which formed on the top surface of the dielectric
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substrate and extending from a side of the dielectric
substrate to a position from a corresponding radiation
patch by a distance, and

a waveguide horn array comprising:

a rectangular metal plate which is processed to have a
cross section comprised of a plurality of rectangular
holes arranged in the length direction of the rectangular
metal plate, the lower part of each hole being formed as
a rectangular waveguide, and the upper part of each
hole being formed as a horn, and

a groove extending in the direction along which the
plurality of holes are arranged and having a predeter-
mined depth, which is formed at two sides of the holes
on the top surface of the rectangular metal plate,

wherein the respective rectangular waveguides of the
waveguide horn array have a same size with the radia-
tion patches, and each of the rectangular waveguides is
coupled to the corresponding radiation patch.

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein the antenna
array comprises a metal support arranged on the lower
surface of the dielectric substrate and extending from the
edge of the lower surface of the dielectric substrate down-
ward to the ground, a layer of air having a predetermined
thickness being formed under the dielectric substrate.

3. The system according to claim 2, wherein the layer of
air has a thickness in the range from 0.5 mm to 3.0 mm.

4. The system according to claim 1, wherein the metal
support is a copper plate arranged on both sides of the
dielectric substrate.

5. The system according to claim 4, wherein the copper
plate has a width in the range from 0.4 mm to 0.6 mm.

6. The system according to claim 1, wherein a plurality of
threaded holes are formed in the groove, to couple the
waveguide horn array to an array antenna.

7. The system according to claim 1, wherein the groove
has a width in the range from 3.0 mm to 5.0 mm, and a depth
in the range from 8.0 mm to 12.0 mm.
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